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Strategic Goals

Ritenour Remains Focused on Three 
Strategic Goals:

1. Improve academic performance for every student
2. Ensure 100 percent of students graduate prepared for 

college, career or the military
3. Meet the state’s 90/90 student attendance standard, 

meaning that 90 percent of our students attend school 90 
percent of the time in each of our schools



Fully Accredited

Ritenour Remains Fully Accredited 

• The Ritenour School District’s 2018 annual performance 
report from the Missouri Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (DESE) showed that the district 
remains fully accredited under the state’s scoring system.
 

• Using data from the 2017-2018 school year, DESE’s annual 
performance report showed that Ritenour earned 88.3  
percent of the total possible points under the state’s scoring 
system.  Last year Ritenour earned 77.9 percent of points.



Steady Enrollment

• Official enrollment for the 2018-2019 school year is 6,326 
students in grades K-12. Last year’s K-12 enrollment was at 
a 10-year high of 6,586.

• Additionally, the district has more than 250 preschoolers 
enrolled at the Ritenour School for Early Childhood 
Education.
 

• Overall enrollment in Ritenour has remained steady, 
averaging between 6,000 and 6,500 students since the 
1970s.



Financial Stability

• Working towards proposing first balanced budget 
recommendation to the Ritenour Board of Education in eight 
years next month.

• Based on preliminary/projected data provided by St. Louis 
County Assessor’s Office, assessed values in real estate will 
increase this year – great news for our community!

○ 21 percent increase in residential real estate
○ 9.56 percent increase in commercial real estate

• For the 17th consecutive year, Ritenour earned the 
prestigious Meritorious Budget Award for excellence in the 
preparation of its 2018-2019 annual budget.



District Awards 
and Honors

• Ritenour was chosen by the St. Louis Community College 
– Florissant Valley MLK Celebration Committee to receive 
the Dr. Rance Thomas Excellence in Community 
Partnership Award for 2019.  The award honors a person 
or organization that best reflects service that improves the 
entire community.

• The Ritenour Co-Care Food Pantry was honored with 
the Community Development Award from North County, 
Inc. Although the pantry is an independent non-profit 
organization, it benefits Ritenour families by offering food 
by choice to over 4,500 people (850 families) per month.



District Awards 
and Honors

• The Ritenour International Welcome Center (IWC) was 
a recipient of the prestigious 2019 Civic Award of the Year 
by the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of St. Louis. The 
award recognizes the IWC for its outstanding efforts in 
improving the quality of life of community members and its 
significant positive impact on the Hispanic business 
community.

• For the second consecutive year, the Transportation 
Department earned the Fleet of Excellence Award with a 
perfect safety inspection on all of its buses.



New Programs 
& Initiatives

Husky Health Center
• Ritenour opened the Husky Health Center in January 2019. 

The Husky Health Center allows students to access health 
services – including pediatric medical care and behavioral 
health services– during school hours. 

• CareSTL Health provides services for Ritenour students 
during the school day Mondays through Fridays. Ritenour 
provides students free transportation from their schools to the 
health center.

• During the first three months of service, the health center had 
151 visits from students for medical and behavioral health 
appointments.



New Programs 
& Initiatives

Missouri Seal of Biliteracy
• Students in the Ritenour High School class of 2019 are the 

first to be eligible to earn the Missouri Seal of Biliteracy.

• The designation is awarded by school districts to graduating 
students who have attained proficiency in English and any 
other world language, including sign language.

• The purpose of the seal is to encourage the study of a second 
language and recognize students for their accomplishments. It 
will also provide colleges, universities and employers a way to 
identify bilingual graduates.



• Ritenour High School’s Class of 2019 has broken the 
school’s record for the number of seniors who have been 
accepted early decision by some of the nation’s top 
universities with full scholarships. Nine seniors were 
accepted early decision by Washington University, Franklin 
& Marshall College (PA), Lehigh University (PA) and 
University of Chicago.

• For the fifth consecutive year, Ritenour High School’s 
Leadership students earned the Missouri Honor Council 
Gold Award for their outstanding efforts in promoting 
comprehensive student activities, service projects and 
awareness campaigns.

Student Success



• Ritenour High School’s student newspaper, the Pepper 
Box, received the International Honor Award from the 
International Quill and Scroll Society, a student journalism 
honor society.  Media Convergence students also 
earned five national and 23 state awards.

• Missouri Sen. Jill Schupp provided Buder Elementary 
students with a special proclamation for their efforts of 
eliminating the use of disposable straws in the Ritenour 
School District.

• Ritenour High School senior Martin Trujillo Carrazco 
earned a full scholarship to his first-choice college, 
Washington University, as a QuestBridge Match 
Scholarship recipient.

Student Success



• Chris LeGrand, an eighth-grade English language arts 
and social studies teacher at Hoech Middle School, 
received the 2018 Emerson Excellence in Teaching 
Award.

• Christina DeMuri, Ritenour High School PLTW teacher 
and robotics coach, received the Missouri FIRST Tech 
Compass Award, which recognizes a coach or mentor 
who has given outstanding guidance, support and 
inspiration to a robotics team throughout the year.

• Jerry Nolen, Ritenour High School Activities Director, was 
named the 2019 Administrator of the Year by the 
MSHSAA Eastern District Speech & Debate Association.

Award-Winning 
Staff



• Tavonda Palmer, RHS dropout prevention specialist and 
Student Leadership teacher, received numerous awards 
and accolades. She earned the Power 100 Award for 
being one of the 100 most inspiring and influential leaders 
in the St. Louis area; the Unsung Human Rights Hero by 
the St. Louis Coalition for Human Rights; and the 
Courageous Educator Award from the Educators for 
Social Justice. 

• Susie Kilian, school nurse at Iveland Elementary, was 
named one of the top 10 nurses in the St. Louis region by 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

Award-Winning 
Staff



Amazing Athletes

• RHS Volleyball players Coralis Bobe and Aleksandra Van 
Hoy earned the Academic All-State award.

• Twelve RHS athletes signed to play college athletics next 
year in football, soccer, track & field, cross country, 
cheerleading, wrestling and volleyball.
  

• Twenty-six RHS athletes earned 2018 All-Conference 
honors for their talent and skills in Husky football, boys’ 
swimming, girls’ volleyball, softball and boys’ soccer.

• RHS senior Geraldine Flores was named second team 
All-Metro in wrestling after finishing with a 25 – 3 record this 
season.  Geraldine fell one win short of a medal at the 
first-ever girls’ state wrestling tournament.



Athletic 
Standards

• Ritenour High School increased academic eligibility and 
supports for student athletes.  The Ritenour Board of 
Education approved a new policy at its August meeting that 
exceeds required academic eligibility standards.

• RHS students now must maintain a minimum of a 2.0 GPA 
each semester as part of their commitment to school 
athletics or activities sanctioned by MSHSAA. Students 
achieving less than a 2.0 GPA will not be eligible to 
participate.



Outstanding 
Educational 

Programs

• Ritenour High School students are focused on the three E’s 
– to enroll in college, to become employed in a career field, 
or to enlist in the military.

• RHS students are learning cyber security skills thanks to a 
partnership with Maryville University and a $133,000 
CyberReady grant from the Monsanto Fund.

• The district hosted three successful strategic planning 
sessions to discuss Competency Based Learning - a 
method that allows students to progress as they 
demonstrate mastery of academic content, regardless of 
time, place, or pace of learning.



Outstanding 
Educational 

Programs
• Ritenour continues to partner with St. Louis Community 

College to provide opportunities for students to earn college 
credit before they graduate. It will be possible for a student 
to graduate with a high school degree and an associates 
degree at the same time.

• More than 800 Ritenour elementary students participated in 
the district’s first STEM Olympics in 2019. Students in 
kindergarten through fifth grade participated in five different 
challenges that were tailored to each grade level. The final 
round of the STEM Olympics was held at the district’s 
fourth-annual STEAM Expo in March.

.



Outstanding 
Educational 

Programs
Ready to Work Program

Work-based learning activities are coordinated with 
school-based activities in an attempt to show students the "why" 
of what they are learning:

• Partnerships with local businesses
• Geometry in Construction
• Media Convergence
• AMPED (Algebra 1 in Manufacturing, Processes, Entrepreneurship and 

Design)
• Culinary Arts
• Web and Digital Communications
• Entrepreneurship
• Project Lead the Way
• Theatre Arts



Safety & 
Security

Ritenour School District Keeps Safety a High 
Priority for Staff and Students 

• 4E Intruder Training
• Video Intercom Systems at each school
• Intruder alarms at each school
• Video surveillance in each building
• Photo ID’s for staff, middle and high school students
• Regular safety drills with students and staff
• District meets at least twice yearly with local law enforcement 

agencies to keep current on best practices for safety and 
security

• Comprehensive safety assessment by the Missouri Center 
for Education Safety



Giving Back

• RHS Leadership Students organized fundraisers this year that 
totalled $5,000 for Make-A-Wish Missouri & Kansas so their 
adopted child, 8-year-old Colton, could go to Disney World.

• Ritenour High School students recognized local first 
responders with a special luncheon on Sept. 11.

• Ritenour students and staff members collected nearly 14,000 
nonperishable food items and turkeys in November.

• Students created lasting memories for approximately 240 
athletes who participated in Special Olympics Track & Field 
in April. More than 300 RHS students volunteered at the event 
as buddies and running events and games for the athletes.



Upcoming 
Challenges

• Change to the School Start Date
○ A bill passed by the legislature this spring pushes back the 

start date for public schools.
○ 14  days prior to the first Monday in September.

■ State law currently has an exception for schools to 
start earlier if the local school board gives notice and 
holds a public meeting before voting.

■ Legislation would do away with that exception starting 
with the 2020-2021 school year.

○ Expected to be signed into law by the Governor.



Upcoming 
Challenges

• Transportation Funding
○ Currently state only provides 20 percent of transportation 

funding.

• Student Attendance at the Secondary Level
○ Continues to be a challenge for Ritenour.

• State Assessments
○ Learned that many End of Course (EOC) exams taken 

recently at Ritenour High School will not have results until 
October at the earliest.

• Expansion of Online and Charter Schools



2019 
Ritenour 

High School 
Graduation

• On Saturday, June 1, Ritenour will celebrate the 101st 
graduating class from Ritenour High School.

• 6 p.m. at Chaifetz Arena on the campus of Saint Louis 
University.
 

• Free:  No tickets are required.



Best Kids in America 
Scholarship Presentation

May 23, 2019





Best Kids in America 
Scholarship Presentation

May 23, 2019



Please join us for the opening of a 
new exhibit for the Ritenour 

Social Justice Museum on 
the upper level of the 

Auditorium Lobby.  
All are welcome!


